
 
 
To: Board of  Directors                                                              Date: 9/21/2023 

From: Rosa Noya, Manager of ADA and Special Services   Reviewed by: 

 

SUBJECT:  Fiscal Year 2023 Paratransit Performance Report

 
 
Background: 

LINK Paratransit service has continued to experience ridership growth through the third year of the 
COVID-19 Pandemic. Unlike years one and two, LINK has ceased performing alternative services like 
Meals on Wheels, school lunches and food bank trips. These programs have also experienced a 
reasonable amount of recovery, although they have all asked LINK to standby. 

With increased ridership came a few challenges: drivers retired while others moved on to new 
ventures. This change in the labor force caused a strain on the service and on-time performance 
suffered. Complaints were at an all-time high as passengers and drivers alike became accustomed to 
being back in close quarters with each, others still had a sense of caution when it came to COVID 
outbreaks, all while dealing with increased traffic patterns on our freeways. 

Staffing issues were further compounded with the loss of Transdev Operations and Safety Manager. 
As was written in the Paratransit contract with Transdev, monetary penalties for service failures were 
imposed. Transdev, being a good partner, used that incentive to cast a wide net in their recruiting 
efforts. On-time performance although starting at 92.9% of July 2022, dropped to an all-time low of 
72.8% in November 2022. In response to this trend, Transdev provided several staff solutions which 
resulted in us ending the fiscal year at 94.3%, the best service performance, since taking over the 
contract.  

Partnerships and Service Trends: 

Choice in Aging (CIA): Choice in Aging renewed their contract with SilverRide, after the Board 
approved their on-going contract with County Connection, thus continuing their ability to provide 
door through door service for selected individuals whose ride with traditional paratransit services are 
affected. Choice in Aging, like many social service agencies, struggled to open their doors fully due to 
low participation. In addition, they also suffered and continue to suffer with staffing issues. In the last 
6 months of the fiscal year, as they continue to see growth, they increased their vehicle needs from 
two (2) to three (3) to accommodate more passengers. This partnership continues to benefit both 
Choice in Aging and County Connection LINK. Having to cater to these additional passengers on the 
paratransit service during our labor shortage would have been difficult and would further degrade 
the services we are providing.  
 
One Seat Ride:  A program established by County Connection and in partnership with Tri-Delta, 
WestCat and LAVTA, continues to increase. This program continues to allow passengers that are 
travelling from one jurisdiction to another without transfers. This successful program is going on its 
third year and continues to provide efficient service for both the passengers and is cost effective for 



the operators. Currently, East Bay Paratransit has inquired about joining the program which would 
close the loop for many passengers wanting to travel to West County.  
 
Livermore Amador Valley Transportation Partnership: As a result of a successful collaborative pilot project 
with LAVTA, County Connection released a joint Request for Proposal (RFP) to provide Paratransit Services 
using one contractor for both services. Transdev, the incumbent, won the four-year (with one option year) 
contract after a competitive bid. We have completed year one and will not develop another RFP until 2027. 

Travel Training: County Connection received a TRANSPAC grant over a two-year period for FY23 and 
FY24. This grant is used to perform travel training for ADA passengers, seniors, and persons with 
disabilities in certain TRANSPAC supported cities. County Connection, through the Board’s approval, 
enlisted Independent Living Resources (ILR) to provide travel training. Start-up was slow due to writing 
the scope of work, developing the program, hiring a travel trainer and the unexpected long and wet 
winter. 
 
 

Fiscal Year FY 21 FY22 FY23 
LINK ADA 34,552 56,876 79,321 
One Seat 2,359 8,986 14,382 
Choice In Aging - 1,790 4,557 

   
 
Financial Implication: 

Staff budgeted $7,828,061 for the FY 2023 Paratransit Service and spent $6,927,403 on operating 
costs. This number could have been higher, but Transdev was charged almost $300,000 in liquidated 
damages for areas in which they failed to meet service standards. This overall only accounts for 
County Connection’s LINK service.  

 
Recommendation: 

None, for Information only. 
 
Action Requested: 

None, for information only. 
 
Attachments: 

            Attachment 1: Paratransit Statistics 
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