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BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
MEETING AGENDA 

 
Thursday, February 21, 2013 

9:00 a.m. 
 

CCCTA Paratransit Facility 
Gayle B. Uilkema Memorial Board Room 

2477 Arnold Industrial Way 
Concord, California 

 
 

The CCCTA Board of Directors may take action on each item on the agenda.  The action may 
consist of the recommended action, a related action or no action.  Staff recommendations are 
subject to action and/or change by the Board of Directors. 
 
1. Call to Order/Pledge of Allegiance 
 
2. Roll Call/Confirm Quorum 
 
3. Public Communication 

 
4. Consent Calendar 
 

a. Approval of Minutes of Regular Meeting of  January 17, 2013* 
 

b. Approval of Small Claims Representation for 2013* 
Resolutions No. 2013-014A, 2013-014B and 2013-014C* 

 
5. Report of Chair 

 
6. Report of General Manager 

 
a. Recognition of Departing Employee 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
*Enclosure   
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7. Report of Standing Committees 
 

a. Administration & Finance Committee 
(Committee Chair:  Director Dessayer) 

 
(1) FY2012 Audit* 

(The A&F Committee recommends that the Board approve the FY2012 
audit as submitted.) 

 
b. Marketing, Planning & Legislative Committee 

(Committee Chair:  Director Schroder) 
 

(1) Draft 2013 Federal Legislative Program and State Program* 
(The MP&L Committee recommends that the Board review, comment and 
approve the draft 2013 Federal and State Legislative Programs.) 
 

(2) State Legislation--AB160 (Alejo)* 
(Staff will review the status of this legislation with the Board.  No action 
is recommended at this time.) 

 
8. Board Communication 

 
Under this item, Directors are limited to providing information, asking clarifying 
questions about matters not on the agenda, responding to public comment, 
referring matters to committee or staff for information, or requesting a report (on 
any matter) be made at another meeting. 

 
9. Closed Session 

 
a. Conference with Labor Negotiator 

Pursuant to Government Code Section 54957.6 
Employee Organizations: 
- Amalgamated Transit Union, Local 1605, AFL-CIO, Bus Operators 
- Teamsters Union, Local 856, AFL-CIO, Transit Supervisors 

 
10. Open Session 
 

a. Report of Action(s) Taken During the Closed Session 
 

11. Adjournment 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
*Enclosure 
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General Information 

 
Public Comment:  Each person wishing to address the CCCTA Board of Directors is requested to complete a Speakers 

Card for submittal to the Clerk of the Board before the meeting convenes or the applicable agenda item is discussed.  
Persons who address the Board are also asked to furnish a copy of any written statement to the Clerk. 
Persons who wish to speak on matters set for Public Hearings will be heard when the Chair calls for comments from 
the public.  After individuals have spoken, the Public Hearing is closed and the matter is subject to discussion and 
action by the Board. 
A period of thirty (30) minutes has been allocated for public comments concerning items of interest within the subject 
matter jurisdiction of the Board.  Each individual will be allotted three minutes, which may be extended at the 
discretion of the Board Chair. 

 
Consent Items:  All matters listed under the Consent Calendar are considered by the Board to be routine and will be 

enacted by one motion.  There will be no separate discussion of these items unless requested by a Board Member or a 
member of the public prior to when the Board votes on the motion to adopt. 

 
Availability of Public Records:  All public records relating to an open session item on this agenda, which are not exempt 

from disclosure pursuant to the California Public Records Act, that are distributed to a majority of the legislative 
body, will be available for public inspection at 2477 Arnold Industrial Way, Concord, California, at the same time that 
the public records are distributed or made available to the legislative body.  The agenda and enclosures for this 
meeting are posted also on our website at www.CCCTA.org. 

 
Accessible Public Meetings:  Upon request, CCCTA will provide written agenda materials in appropriate alternative 

formats, or disability-related modification or accommodation, including auxiliary aids or services, to enable 
individuals with disabilities to participate in public meetings.  Please send a written request, including your name, 
mailing address, phone number and brief description of the requested materials and preferred alternative format or 
auxiliary aid or service so that it is received by CCCTA at least 48 hours before the meeting convenes.  Requests 
should be sent to the Board Clerk, Janet Madrigal, at 2477 Arnold Industrial Way, Concord, CA 94520 or 
madrigal@cccta.org.   

 
Shuttle Service:  With 24-hour notice, a CCCTA LINK shuttle can be available at the North Concord BART station for 

individuals who want to attend the Board meetings.  To arrange for the shuttle service, please call Robert Greenwood 
– 925/680 2072, no later than 24 hours prior to the start of the meeting. 

 
Currently Scheduled Board and Committee Meetings 

 
Board of Directors: Thursday, March 21, 9:00 a.m., CCCTA Board Room 
Administration & Finance: Wednesday, March 6, 9:00 a.m. 1676 N.  California Blvd., Suite 620, Walnut Creek 
Advisory Committee: Friday, March 8, 9:30 a.m., CCCTA Board Room 
Marketing, Planning & Legislative: Thursday, March 7, 9:00 a.m., 1676 N.  California Blvd., Suite 620, Walnut Creek 
Operations & Scheduling: Friday, March 1, 9:00 a.m., Walnut Creek City Offices 
 

The above meeting schedules are subject to change.  Please check  
the CCCTA Website (www.CCCTA.org) or contact CCCTA staff at 925/676-1976  

to verify date, time and location prior to attending a meeting. 
 

This agenda is posted on CCCTA’s Website (www.CCCTA.org) and  
at the CCCTA Administrative Offices, 2477 Arnold Industrial Way, Concord, California 

 

http://www.cccta.org/
mailto:madrigal@cccta.org
http://www.cccta.org/
http://www.cccta.org/
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Agenda Item No. 4.a. 
  
 

 
CCCTA BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING 

January 17, 2013 
 
CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL/CONFIRM QUORUM 
 
Chair Horn called the regular meeting of the Board of Directors to order at 9:00 a.m.  Board 
Members present were Directors Andersen, Dessayer, Hudson, Manning, Schroder, Simmons, 
Storer and Weir.  Director Worth arrived after the meeting convened.  Director Hoffmeister was 
absent. 
 
Staff: Ramacier, Chun, Glenn, Barnes, Burdick, Casenave, Churchill, Madrigal and Muzzini  
 
Guest: Chris Weeks (Bishop Ranch/Sunset Development)  
     
PUBLIC COMMUNICATION 
 
There was no communication from the public relative to items not on the agenda. 
 
CONSENT CALENDAR 

MOTION: Director Andersen moved approval of the Consent Calendar, consisting of the 
following item:  (a) Approval of Minutes of Regular Meeting of December 20, 2012.  
Director Weir seconded the motion and it received the following vote of approval. 
 
Aye: Directors Andersen, Dessayer, Horn, Hudson, Manning, Schroder, 

Simmons, Storer and Weir 
No: None 
Abstain: None 
Absent: Directors Hoffmeister and Worth 

 
REPORT OF CHAIR 
 
Chair Horn reported on announcements he made to local community groups regarding the CCCTA 
bus procurement program. 
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REPORT OF GENERAL MANAGER 

APTA 2013 Legislative Conference 
 
General Manager Rick Ramacier stated that there are funds in the CCCTA budget for two Board 
Members to attend the APTA 2013 Legislative Conference.  He asked Board Members to let staff 
know if they are interested in attending.  He anticipates discussions at the Conference will focus 
on what transit operators would like included in the next transportation bill.  One potential topic 
will be the need for small suburban operators to begin to coalesce on a national suburban bus 
agenda.  Currently, the focus is on the urban side and rail, which shifted funding from buses to rail 
in the current transportation bill.  Most of the federal funds received by CCCTA come from the bus 
formula fund which was not affected by this shift, but bus discretionary funds were reprogramed 
for rail.  The Conference will be an opportunity to let our legislative representatives know that 
there are specific needs in different parts of the Bay Area and there are particular needs for bus 
transit in Contra Costa County.     
 
(Director Worth arrived.) 
 
REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEES 
 
Marketing, Planning and Legislative Committee 
 
State and Federal Legislative Update 
 
Mr. Ramacier advised that the Governor released his initial budget that does not include any 
direct cuts for transit.  This budget assumes a lower amount of STA funds because the price of 
diesel fuel has not risen to the level the state projected in last year’s budget.  MTC staff used 
lower STA projections than the state, and the amount of STA funds CCCTA receives is consistent 
with the MTC projections and the Governor’s initial budget.  Thus, CCCTA will not lose STA funds.  
 
Mr. Ramacier also discussed the California Public Employee Pension Reform Act of 2012 (PEPRA) 
and the decision made by two international unions representing transit employees that PEPRA 
violates the U.S. Department of Labor (DOL) Section 13(c) program which provides transit 
employees certain protections relative to working conditions, wages and the right to negotiate.  
The DOL received a number of Section 13(c) program objections on federal transit grants in 
California.  CCCTA will not need to draw down federal grants until later this year.  Funds for the 
ten-bus procurement are in hand and are not subject to this action.  CCCTA receives federal ADA 
paratransit operating assistance each year after the fiscal year is closed.  Staff has taken steps to 
navigate cash flow if this issue is not resolved by that time.  The Governor has stated that he does 
not believe PEPRA interferes with the Section 13(c) program.  
 
Bishop Ranch Bus Wrap Review 
 
Director Schroder stated that the MP&L Committee reviewed some alternatives to the proposed 
design for the buses used for the Bishop Ranch service.  Changes included incorporating the 
CCCTA mountain logo on the front and sides of the bus.  The MP&L Committee recommends 
approval of the revised design.  As new bus fleets are purchased, the MP&L Committee will 
consider the possibility of updating CCCTA’s branding, logos and colors.     
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Director Andersen stated that she liked having the CCCTA and Bishop Ranch logos on the bus and 
expediting the design changes.  Director Worth expressed appreciation for working expeditiously 
together on the design concept as well as the process of recognizing CCCTA’s priorities in terms of 
its identity and supporting Bishop Ranch in that partnership.  Director Weir also expressed 
appreciation for a job well done.   
 
MOTION: Director Andersen moved approval of the latest design from Bishop Ranch and its 

implementation by wrapping two buses at the expense of Bishop Ranch.  Director 
Schroder seconded the motion and it received the following vote of approval. 
 
Aye: Directors Andersen, Dessayer, Horn, Hudson, Manning, Schroder, 

Simmons, Storer, Weir and Worth 
No: None 
Abstain: None 
Absent: Director Hoffmeister 

 
BOARD COMMUNICATION 
 
Director Schroder reported that the Martinez City Council received a request from a resident 
urging them to look at the bus stops and shelters.  City of Martinez staff will review these 
locations within the city limits and contact CCCTA staff regarding any changes.    
 
CLOSED SESSION 
 
Consultation with Labor Negotiator Pursuant to Government Code Section 54957.6 
Employee Organizations:  Amalgamated Transit Union, Local 1605, AFL-CIO, Bus Operators, 
and Teamsters Union, Local 856, AFL-CIO, Transit Supervisors 
  
At 9:25 a.m. Chair Horn announced the Board would adjourn to closed session to consult with its 
Labor Negotiator, Pat Glenn, Esq., pursuant to Government Code Section 54957.6, regarding 
negotiations with the Amalgamated Transit Union, Local 1605, AFL-CIO, Bus Operators, and 
Teamsters Union, Local 856, AFL-CIO, Transit Supervisors. 
 
REPORT OF ACTION(s) TAKEN DURING THE CLOSED SESSION 
 
The Board reconvened in open session at 9:38 a.m.  Chair Horn announced the Board met in 
closed session with its Labor Negotiator, pursuant to Government Code Section 54957.6, 
regarding negotiations with the two employee organizations.  Direction was given to the labor 
negotiating team. 
 
ADJOURNMENT:  Chair Horn adjourned the regular Board meeting at 9:40 a.m. 
 
Minutes prepared by 
 
 
____________________________________  ___________________________________ 
      Janet Madrigal, Clerk to the Board    Date 



 
Agenda Item No. 4.b. 

 

To: Board of Directors     Date: February 7, 2013 

From: Rick Ramacier , General Manager 
 

 
SUBJECT: Small Claims Representation 

 
 

Background: For several years, we have authorized York Insurance Service Group, Inc. (formerly 
Bragg & Associates) to represent CCCTA in three Small Claims Courts within Contra Costa County 
(Mt. Diablo Judicial District, Walnut Creek-Danville Judicial District and Delta Judicial District).  The 
Courts require that the Board of Directors pass a new resolution each year to allow this representation 
to continue. 

 

Recommendation: The Administration and Finance Committee recommends that we authorize 
York Insurance Service Group, Inc. to continue to represent CCCTA in small claims actions  

 

Action Requested: Recommend the Board of Directors adopt Resolutions No. 2013-014A, 2013-
014B and 2013-014C which appoint York Insurance Service Group, Inc. to represent CCCTA in small 
claims actions in the year 2013. 

 

SPECIAL NOTE:  Taking this action in no way precludes County Connection from taking further 
action to hire a different Claims Adjuster (including one that would represent us in Small Claims 
Court), at any time during the course of the year. 



RESOLUTION-SMALL CLAIMS 
 

Appointing a Representative 
Resolution No. 2013-014A 

 
 
 It Appearing to the Board of Directors of the Central Contra Costa Transit Authority 
(hereinafter “Agency”), a joint exercise of powers agency formed pursuant to California 
Government Code Sections 6500, et seq., and a public entity in the State of California, that it 
is desirable and necessary to appoint an Agent for this Agency to act for and in its behalf in 
the Small Claims Court of Walnut Creek-Danville Judicial District, County of Contra Costa, 
State of California. 
 
 And It Further Appearing that representatives of York Insurance Service Group, Inc. are 
suitable individuals for such appointment. 
 
 Now, Therefore, Be It Resolved that representatives of York Insurance Service Group, 
Inc. be and are hereby appointed to represent and appear for said Agency in the lawful 
process of any and all claims filed in said court, and is further authorized and empowered to 
accept service of process issued by said court, for and on behalf of said Agency, for a period 
of twelve months effective on January 1, 2013 and expiring on December 31, 2013. 
 

I certify that the foregoing Resolution was adopted by the Board of Directors of said 
Agency, at a regular meeting of said Board, held on February 21, 2013. 
 
 

  
 Janet Madrigal, Clerk of the Board of Directors 
 
 
The name and business address of said Agency is: 
 
Central Contra Costa Transit Authority 
2477 Arnold Industrial Way 
Concord, CA  94520 
 
 
  
(Signature of Agent so appointed) 
 
  
(Signature of Agent so appointed) 
 
  
(Signature of Agent so appointed) 
 
  
(Signature of Agent so appointed) 
 
 
  
(Address of Agent) 
 
  
 



RESOLUTION-SMALL CLAIMS 
 

Appointing a Representative 
Resolution No. 2013-014B 

 
 

 It Appearing to the Board of Directors of the Central Contra Costa Transit Authority 
(hereinafter “Agency”), a joint exercise of powers agency formed pursuant to California 
Government Code Sections 6500, et seq., and a public entity in the State of California, that it 
is desirable and necessary to appoint an Agent for this Agency to act for and in its behalf in 
the Small Claims Court of Mt. Diablo Judicial District, County of Contra Costa, State of 
California. 
 
 And It Further Appearing that representatives of York Insurance Service Group, Inc. are 
suitable individuals for such appointment. 
 
 Now, Therefore, Be It Resolved that representatives of York Insurance Service Group, 
Inc. be and are hereby appointed to represent and appear for said Agency in the lawful 
process of any and all claims filed in said court, and is further authorized and empowered to 
accept service of process issued by said court, for and on behalf of said Agency, for a period 
of twelve months effective on January 1, 2013 and expiring on December 31, 2013. 
 

I certify that the foregoing Resolution was adopted by the Board of Directors of said 
Agency, at a regular meeting of said Board, held on February 21, 2013. 
 
 

  
 Janet Madrigal, Clerk of the Board of Directors 
 
 
The name and business address of said Agency is: 
 
Central Contra Costa Transit Authority 
2477 Arnold Industrial Way 
Concord, CA  94520 
 
 
  
(Signature of Agent so appointed) 
 
  
(Signature of Agent so appointed) 
 
  
(Signature of Agent so appointed) 
 
  
(Signature of Agent so appointed) 
 
 
  
(Address of Agent) 
 
  
 



RESOLUTION-SMALL CLAIMS 
 

Appointing a Representative 
Resolution No. 2013-014C 

 
 

 It Appearing to the Board of Directors of the Central Contra Costa Transit Authority 
(hereinafter “Agency”), a joint exercise of powers agency formed pursuant to California 
Government Code Sections 6500, et seq., and a public entity in the State of California, that it 
is desirable and necessary to appoint an Agent for this Agency to act for and in its behalf in 
the Small Claims Court of Delta Judicial District, County of Contra Costa, State of California. 
 
 And It Further Appearing that representatives of York Insurance Service Group, Inc. are 
suitable individuals for such appointment. 
 
 Now, Therefore, Be It Resolved that representatives of York Insurance Service Group, 
Inc. be and are hereby appointed to represent and appear for said Agency in the lawful 
process of any and all claims filed in said court, and is further authorized and empowered to 
accept service of process issued by said court, for and on behalf of said Agency, for a period 
of twelve months effective on January 1, 2013 and expiring on December 31, 2013. 
 

I certify that the foregoing Resolution was adopted by the Board of Directors of said 
Agency, at a regular meeting of said Board, held on February 21, 2013. 
 
 

  
 Janet Madrigal, Clerk of the Board of Directors 
 
 
The name and business address of said Agency is: 
 
Central Contra Costa Transit Authority 
2477 Arnold Industrial Way 
Concord, CA  94520 
 
 
  
(Signature of Agent so appointed) 
 
  
(Signature of Agent so appointed) 
 
  
(Signature of Agent so appointed) 
 
  
(Signature of Agent so appointed) 
 
 
  
(Address of Agent) 
 
  
 
 



 
 

To: Board of Directors      Date:  February 7, 2013 

From: Kathy Casenave, Director of Finance   Reviewed by:
 

SUBJECT:  FY 2012 Audit
 

Summary of Issues:  

The audit for FY 2012 has been completed and enclosed for your review. The letter on Page 1 expresses an 
unqualified opinion.  

The Statement of Net Assets (Balance Sheet) of the audit report is on Page 6. Some differences between June 30, 
2012 and June 30, 2011: 

• Capital Assets (Net) decreased by $819,499 mainly because depreciation. More detail is included in Note 5 
on Page 17. 

• Current Assets increased by $2.3 million and Current Liabilities also increased by that much. The increase in 
both categories is due to the receipt of state bond money for approved capital projects that will be started in 
the next fiscal year. 

 
Other information: 

Page 28-30- Letters from the auditor regarding testing for compliance with TDA laws and internal control based on 
standards contained in Government Auditing Standards issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. The 
results of the tests disclosed no instances of noncompliance or material weaknesses. 

Page 31-35- Letter from the auditor on compliance with requirements of the Office of Management and Budget 
(OMB) Circular A-133. There is one current year finding that a federal payment to a vendor was not issued within the 
allowable time of three (3) business days between drawdown and disbursement.  

Other Letters: 

• Letter of agreed upon findings that are designed to increase internal controls and efficiency. The auditors made 
one recommendations and management has concurred.  

• Letter to the audit committee noting that all significant transactions have been recognized in the financial 
statements in the proper period. 

Recommendation:  

The A&F committee recommends that the Board of Directors approve the audit as submitted. 

Options: 

1) Approve recommendation 
2) Decline recommendation 
3) Other 











































































































 
 

To: Board of Directors      Date: February 15, 2013 

From: Rick Ramacier      Reviewed by:
 

SUBJECT: Draft County Connection 2013 Federal Legislative Program and State Program 

 

 

Background 
 
Attached you will find draft copies of the proposed County Connection 2013 federal and state 
legislative programs. Staff wishes to review both of these with you at your meeting on February 21, 
2013. Staff also seeks your feedback. 
 
Once approved by the Board, these two pieces will be used to inform our congressional and state 
legislative delegations of our legislative interests in 2013. 
 
MP&L Committee Review 
 
The MP&L Committee reviewed a first draft of both the federal and the state programs. The attached 
drafts are second drafts that take into account their comments. They have forwarded this item to the 
full Board for approval. 
 
Action Requested 
 
The MP&L Committee and staff respectfully request that you approve the two attached draft 
legislative programs at your meeting on February 21, 2013. This would occur upon completing your 
review of the two drafts and providing comment at the same meeting. 
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The information in this brochure is available on the 
County Connection website - www.cccta.org

County Connection Benefits
The Community By

•	 Providing direct connections to shopping via shuttles 
from neighborhoods and BART.

•	 Providing commuter shuttles that reduce travel time, 
relieve congestion, and connect to regional transporta-
tion services.

•	 Providing comprehensive local services that allow stu-
dents to use public transit to go to and from school. 

•	 Providing direct and convenient service between com-
munities of concern like the Monument Corridor in 
Concord and medical facilities like the County Hospital.

•	 Providing over 200 good paying blue collar jobs, and by 
indirectly supporting hundreds more through the pur-
chase of vehicles and supplies.

•	 Providing alternative modes of transportation that sup-
port economic enhancement, environmental improve-
ments, promote energy independence, senior mobility, 
student transportation, and connections to the Bay 
Area region for all activities.



Central Contra Costa Transit Authority 
(County Connection) 

Is a joint powers agency of 11 communities serving a 
population of nearly 500,000 people taking over 3.6 
million transit trips annually. The annual combined 
operating budget of County Connection is over $34 
million. County Connection operates 121 fixed-route 
buses and another 54 paratransit vehicles.

County Connection serves a dynamic and diverse 
modern suburban area that is geographically spread 
out. Serving such an area is both challenging and 
rewarding. County Connection patrons are ethnically 
and economically diverse, and often transit dependent. 
Without County Connection services, many central 
Contra Costa County residents would have no 
transportation available for work, school, medical 
appointments, or to take advantage of recreational 
opportunities. For them County Connection is a life 
sustaining service! 

County Connection Customers Are

•	 Commuters going to work.
•	 People connecting to regional rail like BART and    

ACE Train.
•	 Students going to school.
•	 Seniors and persons with disabilities who are 

dependent on public transit.

-7-

County Connection Innovation

•	 County Connection will use a federal Clean Fuels 
grant to fund the full electrification of our highly 
successful Walnut Creek downtown trolley.

•	 County Connection maintains a nationally recognized 
public-private partnership with the Bishop Ranch 
Business Park to provide frequent and fast shuttles 
between Bishop Ranch and two regional rail systems, 
BART and the ACE Train. This features significant 
operating cost reimbursement as well as full fare 
subsidy from Bishop Ranch.

•	 County Connection customers can use Bus Tracker, 
a real time bus stop information system that allows 
people to access real time bus arrival predictions 
from their laptops and smart phones.

•	 County Connection uses clean burning hybrid Gillig 
buses manufactured locally.

-2-
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Federal Positions
A.  Reauthorization of the Moving Ahead for Progress in 
the 21st Century (MAP 21) with the following principles:

1.	 Secure the financial integrity of the Mass Transit 
Account with the Highway Trust Fund.

2.	 Double the size of the federal investment in transit 
over six years to meet at least 50% of the estimated 
$60 billion in annual critical public transit capital needs 
by the end of the six years, and to support a projected 
doubling of ridership over the next 20 years.

3.	 Continue to allow the use of federal formula funds for 
preventive maintenance and the allowance of greater 
use of federal funds to maintain present levels of 
service through direct operating assistance options.

4.	 Maintain the new program structures for Enhanced 
Mobility of Seniors and Individuals with Disabilities, 
and continue the folding of the old Job Access/
Reverse Commute program within the 5307 and 5311 
formula programs. Maintain and enhance the related 
coordination requirements.

5.	 Create any Metro Mobility program as a flexible 
program funded out of FHWA funds in addition to 
any transit 5307 program. Ensure equal access to such 
funds for suburban transit systems in large urban 
areas. 

6.	 Maintain the ADA set-a-side option in the 5307 
program.

County Connection relies on over $5 million dollars 
on an annualized basis in federal transit funding for 
critical needs like bus replacement and preventative 
maintenance. Without this funding, County Connection 
would have to permanently reduce its services by at least 
33%. Thus, a strong and robust reauthorization of MAP 
21 is crucial to the core mission of County Connection.

B.  Revise and increase funding in the Bus and Bus 		
     Facilities Formula (5339) such that:

1.	 Each individual Urbanized Area (UZA) as defined 
receives a formula share of 5339  that must be spent 
in that area. This formula should be based in part on 
population and modeled on the 5307 formula. 

2.	 Inadequate funding in the 5339 program is greatly 
increased to higher levels of funding to make it a 
meaningful program similar to the State of Good 
Repair program – which is rail intensive. Under MAP 
21, the State of Good Repair program is funded at five 
times the level of the Bus and Bus Facilities program. 
Thus, bus improvement programs that were once 
funded under the old 5309 program prior to MAP 21 
are now comparably and significantly underfunded, 
and very few bus projects can proceed nationally. The 
5339 program funding should increase to at least $1.2 
billion annually in order to restore comparability to 
the previous 5309 program.
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•	 Transit dependent people who are productively 
participating in the community.

•	 Residents who want to connect to their life activities in 
a manner that reduces their carbon footprint.

County Connection Faces
Financial Challenges

•	 County Connection lost over 15% (over $16 million 
in total) of its annual operating funds during the 
recent recession. County Connection cannot make 
any significant service additions without additional 
operating revenues.

•	 County Connection employees agreed to long term 
wage freezes and benefit reductions. 

•	 County Connection has eliminated and restructured its 
least productive services. 

-6-

This is the only real program where suburban bus 
agencies like County Connection can go to federally for 
resources to help fund bus facility improvements and/or 
expansions to rolling stock that allow for the strategic 
expansion of services. Without a robust 5339 program, 
agencies like County Connection will be very hard-pressed 
to enhance or expand services to meet the growing 
demand for suburban bus service.

C.  FY2014 Transit Appropriations funded to authorized 	
     levels including:

1.	 Funding transit at a level that is greater than FY13 
levels. 

2.	 Funding that is provided in a timely basis and without 
unnecessary or overly burdensome review.

A full FY14 transit appropriations bill is needed to ensure 
that County Connection receives the federal funding 
it is counting on to maintain services and its capital 
equipment in a state of good repair. 
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The information in this brochure is available on the 

County Connection website - www.cccta.org

County Connection Benefits
The Community By

•	 Providing direct connections to shopping via shuttles 
from neighborhoods and BART.

•	 Providing commuter shuttles that reduce travel time, 
relieve congestion, and connect to regional transpor-
tation services.

•	 Providing comprehensive local services that allow stu-
dents to use public transit to go to and from school. 

•	 Providing direct and convenient service between   
communities of concern like the Monument Corri-
dor in Concord and medical facilities like the County    
Hospital.

•	 Providing over 200 good paying blue collar jobs, and 
by indirectly supporting hundreds more through the 
purchase of vehicles and supplies.

•	 Providing alternative modes of transportation that 
support economic enhancement, environmental im-
provements, promote energy independence, senior 
mobility, student transportation, and connections to 
the Bay Area region for all activities.



Central Contra Costa Transit Authority 
(County Connection) 

Is a joint powers agency of 11 communities serving a 
population of nearly 500,000 people taking over 3.6 
million transit trips annually. The annual combined 
operating budget of County Connection is over $34 
million. County Connection operates 121 fixed-route 
buses and another 54 paratransit vehicles over a 200 
square mile area.

County Connection serves a dynamic and diverse 
modern suburban area that is geographically spread 
out. Serving such an area is both challenging and 
rewarding. County Connection patrons are ethnically 
and economically diverse, and often transit dependent. 
Without County Connection services, many central 
Contra Costa County residents would have no 
transportation available for work, school, medical 
appointments, or to take advantage of recreational 
opportunities. For them County Connection is a life 
sustaining service! 

County Connection Customers Are

•	 Commuters going to work.
•	 People connecting to regional rail like BART or       

ACE Train.
•	 Students going to school.

-7--2-

County Connection Innovation

•	 County Connection will use a federal Clean Fuels 
grant to fund the full electrification of our highly 
successful Walnut Creek downtown trolley.

•	 County Connection maintains a nationally 
recognized public-private partnership with the 
Bishop Ranch Business Park to provide frequent 
and fast shuttles between Bishop Ranch and two 
regional rail systems, BART and the ACE Train. This 
features significant operating cost reimbursement 
as well as full fare subsidy from Bishop Ranch.

•	 County Connection customers can use Bus Tracker, 
a real time bus stop information system that allows 
people to access real time bus arrival predictions 
from their laptops and smart phones.

•	 County Connection uses clean burning hybrid Gillig 
buses manufactured locally.
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State Positions

A.	 Fully fund the State Transit Assistance (STA) in FY14 	
	 by maintaining the sales tax on diesel fuel rates, 	
	 and by ensuring that all of those proceeds are 		
	 deposited in the Public Transportation Account 	
	 (PTA) 	as called for by current law.

STA is expected to provide County Connection with 
approximately $3.2 million in FY14 which represents 
nearly 10% of its projected operating budget in FY14. 
Without this STA funding, County Connection would have 
to cut up to 15% of its service.

B.	 Fully appropriate the highest possible level of 		
	 Proposition 1B bond revenue as a part of the FY14 	
	 state budget, and ensure that bonds are issued 	
	 timely by the Treasurer’s Office so that Proposition 	
	 1B projects are not delayed. 

County Connection is programmed to receive federal 
grants in FY14 to replace old buses and paratransit 
vehicles. The required local match is to be Proposition 1B 
funds. If sufficient Proposition 1B bonds are not sold in a 
timely manner, these crucial vehicle replacement projects 
could be delayed or worse. A lack of Proposition 1B 
funding could put County Connection federal funding at 

risk as well. Finally, without its expected FY14 Proposition 
1B funding,  County Connection will have to keep less 
reliable and energy efficient vehicles on the street longer 
than anticipated, driving up operating costs, and leading 
to less reliable service to the public.

C.	 Improve Non-Emergency Medical Transportation 	
	 (NEMT) coordination with public transit service 	
	 by allowing public transit operators to act as Medi-	
	 Cal transportation brokers, and allowing Medi-Cal 	
	 users to be reimbursed for using fixed-route 		
	 transit to and from medical services.

This will allow County Connection to better coordinate 
overly expensive Medi-Cal trips with ADA paratransit 
trips thereby increasing overall productivity and 
paratransit coordination. Allowing Medi-Cal users to use 
fixed-route services and get reimbursed will save the 
state significant money.

As California implements the Affordable Healthcare 
Act (AHCA), the potential number of Medi-Cal 
transportation based users will likely explode. These 
will be individuals that qualify based on income rather 
than health condition. It only makes financial sense that 
California allows public transit operators to transport 
these individuals on fixed-route services and receive fare 
reimbursement versus transporting otherwise healthy, 
able-bodied people via more expensive means.
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•	 Seniors and persons with disabilities who are 
dependent on public transit.

•	 Transit dependent people who are productively 
participating in the community.

•	 Residents who want to connect to their life activities in 
a manner that reduces their carbon footprint. 

County Connection Faces
Financial Challenges

•	 County Connection lost over 15% (over $16 million 
in total) of its annual operating funds during the 
recent recession. County Connection cannot make 
any significant service additions without additional 
operating revenues.

•	 County Connection employees agreed to long term 
wage freezes and benefit reductions. 

•	 County Connection has eliminated and restructured its 
least productive services. 
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D.	 Provide local or regional areas greater ability and 	
	 flexibility to seek voter approval for additional 	
	 tax or fee revenues to support transit capital and 	
	 operations. 

County Connection can only maintain present service 
levels at best. Without additional revenue support, 
County Connection will not be in position to help its 
communities implement AB32 or SB375, or work to meet 
the growing transportation needs of seniors.





 
 

To: Board of Directors      Date: February 15, 2013 

From: Rick Ramacier      Reviewed by:
 

SUBJECT: AB160 – Alejo 

 

Background 
 
As expected, a bill has been introduced (AB160) to exempt public transit employees that are in 
unions from the recently enacted state pension reform (PEPRA). The unions maintain that PEPRA 
conflicts with section 13(c) of federal transportation law. Among other things, section 13(c) requires 
public transit operators that receive federal funds to negotiate with unions on pension benefits. The 
unions claim that PEPRA takes way the right to bargain over pension benefits. 
 
The unions are filing 13(c) objections with the US Department of Labor (DOL) against the federal 
grants of applicable California transit operators and citing PEPRA as the reason. If AB160 were to be 
enacted, the unions would presumably drop these objections. 
 
Many well respected labor attorneys have pointed out quite clearly how PEPRA in fact requires 
bargaining with public unions over pensions and over PEPRA implementation. To that end, I have 
invited all three of our unions to bargain with us over PEPRA. So far, none of our unions have asked 
to bargain about this.  
 
This week, the Governor’s office publically stated their view that PEPRA does not conflict with section 
13(c). And, they are indicating they would likely veto AB160, should it reach their desk. 
 
Action Requested 
 
It remains to see if AB160 moves through the legislative process. The Governor has suggested he 
does not support such legislation. At this time, I recommend that County Connection remain neutral 
on AB160. I further recommend that we educate our state delegation on the facts surrounding these 
issues related to AB160. 
 
The MP&L Committee agreed with the staff recommendation at their meeting earlier this month. 
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