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Section: 5.  Scope of Work, 17.  Consortium Member Vehicle Quantities, and 

Appendix B Cost Proposal. 
 
Request: Clarification is requested on the minimum and maximum number of buses 

that may be purchased by Consortia Members as these three sections 
referenced have contradictory information. 

 
Response: The minimum number of buses is 10 and the maximum number of buses 

is 687. 
 
 
Section: 10.  Proposal Content and Submission 
 6.  Proposer’s Qualifications 

c.  Proposer must submit a copy of their latest audited financial statement 
completed by a certified public accountant within the past 18 months. 

 
Request: It is requested to delete this requirement to provide latest audited financial 

statement with bid submission.  It is proposed to provide Confidential 
Financial reports during the negotiation process. 

 
Response: The request is denied.  A companies financial status is part of the 

evaluation process.  Mark financial reports confidential, and County 
Connection will not disclose them. 

 
 
Section: 10.  Proposal Content and Submission 
 Cost Proposal – Available Optional Equipment 
 
Request: It is requested to include the following wording to County Connection’s 

RFP 2025-MA-02: 
 
 10.  TARIFF PASS THROUGH 
 If any tariffs, duties or similar government-imposed charges result in an 

increase of Seller’s costs to procure goods from suppliers that are used to 
fulfill Seller’s obligations under the Contract, Buyer shall be liable to Seller 
for any such costs and Seller’s price shall be adjusted accordingly.  Seller 
shall notify Buyer of all such tariffs, duties or similar government-imposed 
charges and Buyer shall pay within thirty (30) days. 

 
Response: This request is approved. 



 
Section: 10.  Proposal Content and Submission 
 Cost Proposal – Available Optional Equipment 
 
Request: It is requested to add the following wording to County Connection’s RFP 

2025-MA-02: 
 
 11.  EMISSIONS AND OTHER REGULATED OR MANDATED CHANGES  

The prices quoted for the initial build quantity are for vehicles meeting all 
applicable Federal and State regulations (including EPA, CARB, or NHTSA 
requirements) currently known to be in effect at the time of delivery of those 
vehicles.  Changes caused by, or related to any subsequently enacted 
regulations, or technologies necessitating revisions from the currently 
proposed vehicle configuration (e.g. component change/availability due to 
emission or other regulations, requirements or mandates), may require a 
price adjustment, which would be subject to negotiation and agreement by 
both Winning Bidder and the State of California.  This latter statement 
applies to future builds only which may need to use different components 
or currently unknown or unavailable technology, to meet regulations or 
requirements in effect at the time(s) of those optional deliveries. 

 
Cummins will be introducing new X10 and B7.2 power trains in 2027 to 
comply with EPA and CARB emissions requirements.  The L9N (CNG) 
powertrain is slated for a later introduction date. 

 
Response: This request is approved. 
 
 
Section: 13.  Other Requirements 
 C.  Disadvantaged Business Enterprises (DBE).  Entire section. 
 
Request: It was requested if submitting DBE information directly to the FTA as 

required by the regulations and having been “approved” as a Transit 
Vehicle Manufacturer (TVM) by the FTA, complies with the requirements 
of the RFP 2025-MA-02. 

 
Response: This request is approved. 
 
 
Section: 13.  Other Requirements 
 M.  Inspection/Acceptance/Payment 

If such conditional acceptance is given, County Connection will pay the 
invoice for each bus, less a retention of 5% of the invoice cost for each 
bus that is conditionally accepted. 

 
Request: It is requested a reduction of the retention to the current industry standard 

of two (2) percent of the total cost of each delivered and accepted vehicle. 
 
Response: This request is approved. 



Section: 13.  Other Requirements 
 U.  PPI Index Escalator/De-escalator 

These prices shall remain firm fixed for any orders issued by County 
Connection and Consortium Members within a period of 180 days of the 
Notice to Proceed date. 

 
Request: It is requested to revise this sentence to read as follows: 
 
 These prices shall remain firm fixed for any orders issued by County 

Connection and Consortium Members within a period of 180 days of the 
Contract’s Notice to Proceed date. 

 
Response: This request is approved. 
 
 
Section: 13.  Other Requirements 
 U.  PPI Index Escalator/De-escalator 

However, in no event will County Connection allow a PPI-based 
adjustment that result in a price increase of greater than five percent per 
year above the Base Order Price. 

 
Request: It is requested to revise this sentence to read as follows: 
 
 However, in no event will County Connection allow a PPI-based 

adjustment that result in a price increase of greater than eight percent per 
year above the Base Order Price. 

 
Response: This request is denied.  County Connection is willing to negotiate during 

the negotiation process. 
 
 
Section: 13.  Other Requirements 
 W.  Data Rights 
 
Request: It is requested to revise this sentence to read as follows: 
 
 4.  ACCESS TO ONBOARD OPERATIONAL DATA 

The Agency grants to the Contractor the right to inspect, examine, 
download and otherwise obtain any information or data available from 
components provided by the Contractor, including but not limited to any 
electronic control modules or other data-collection devices, to the extent 
necessary to enable the Contractor to perform reliability maintenance 
analysis, corrective action and/or other engineering type work for the bus.  
This right expressly excludes access to information or data collected on 
any equipment not provided and installed by the Contractor. 

 
Response: This request is approved. 
 
 



Section: 15.  RFP Submittal Checklist of Required Items 
a.  Most recent audited financial statement 

 
Request: It is requested deletion of the requirement to provide latest audited 

financial statement with bid submission.  Confidential Financial reports to 
be provided during the negotiation process. 

 
Response: The request is denied.  A companies financial status is part of the 

evaluation process.  Mark financial reports confidential, and County 
Connection will not disclose them. 

 
 
Section: 15.  RFP Submittal Checklist of Required Items 
  Performance Bond (Appendix C) 
 
Request: It is requested deletion of the requirement to provide Performance Bond 

with bid submission. 
 
 Performance Bonds are provided at time of contract execution as they 

guarantee completion of the agreed upon contract. 
 
 A Performance Bond will be provided in the sum equal to 20% of the total 

amount of County Connection’s initial order of buses upon contract 
execution. 

 
Response: Performance Bonds are not required to be included in proposal 

submissions.  However, proposers must include information in their 
proposals that they are able to comply with insurance and bonding 
requirements. 

 
 
Section: Appendix A Sample Agreement 
  14.  Responsibility: Indemnification 
 
Request: It is requested that the following wording be added to this paragraph: 
 

The obligations of the Contractor under the above paragraph shall not 
extend to circumstances where the injury, death or damages are caused 
solely by the negligent acts, errors or omissions of the Agency, its officers, 
employees, agents or consultants.  This includes, without limitation, 
negligence in: (1) the preparation of the Contract documents, or (2) the 
giving of directions or instructions with respect to the requirements of the 
Contract by written order.  The obligations of the Contractor shall not 
extend to circumstances where the injury, death or damages were caused, 
in whole or in part, by the negligence of any third-party operator, not 
including an assignee or Subcontractor of the Contractor, subject to the 
right of contribution.  In case of joint or concurrent negligence of the 
parties giving rise to a claim or loss against either one or both, each shall 
have full rights of contribution from the other. 



Response: It is too early in the solicitation process to revise material terms of the RFP 
or Sample Agreement.  Proposers wishing to request revised provisions of 
the RFP or Sample Agreement should identify those provisions in their 
proposal, along with any suggested revisions. 

 
 Once the highest ranked proposer is selected, County Connection will 

respond to that proposer’s requested modifications during the negotiations 
process. 

 
 
Section: Appendix A Sample Agreement 

17.  Manner of Payment 
However, in no event will the price(s) for any order issued exceed, by 
more than five percent, the price(s) that would have been in effect 12 
months prior to the date of issuance of the order. 

 
Request: It is requested to revise this sentence to read as follows: 
 

However, in no event will the price(s) for any order issued exceed, by 
more than eight percent per year, the price(s) that would have been in 
effect 12 months prior to the date of issuance of the order. 

 
Response: This request is denied.  County Connection is willing to negotiate during 

the negotiation process. 
 
 
Section: Appendix B Cost Proposal 
 2.  Prices 
 These prices shall remain firm, fixed for any orders issued by County 

Connection or other procuring agencies within a period of 180 days of 
NTP. 

 
Request: It is requested to revise this sentence to read as follows: 
 
 These prices shall remain firm, fixed for any orders issued by County 

Connection or other procuring agencies within a period of 180 days of the 
Contract’s NTP. 

 
Response: This request is approved. 
 
 
Section: Appendix B Cost Proposal 
 2.  Prices 
 However, in no event will the price(s) for any order issued exceed, by 

more than five percent, the price(s) that would have been in effect 12 
months prior to the date of issuance of the purchase order. 

 
Request: It is requested to revise this sentence to read as follows: 
 



 However, in no event will the price(s) for any order issued exceed, by 
more than eight percent per year, the price(s) that would have been in 
effect 12 months prior to the date of issuance of the purchase order. 

 
Response: This request is denied.  County Connection is willing to negotiate during 

the negotiation process. 
 
 
Section: N/A 
 
Request: A request was made to add the following wording to County Connection’s 

RFP 2025-MA-02: 
 
 ACCEPTANCE – WARRANTY IN SERVICE DATES 
 Winning Bidder will require the In-Service Date (ISD) of each bus 

delivered within 60 days after bus acceptance.  Winning Bidder and our 
subcomponent suppliers are required to establish a warranty start date for 
each bus delivered under this contract and the ISD is required prior to 
filing any type of warranty claim.  There are time limits to purchase and file 
for extended warranties which may be required per the Agency contract.  
The In-Service Date is required to purchase any type of extended 
warranty at the quoted cost without penalties. 

 
 If no In Service Date is reported to Winning Bidder within 60 days after 

bus acceptance, the In-Service Date will automatically begin 60 days after 
bus acceptance. 

 
Response: This request is approved. 


